
Tips for successfully completing the 
Personal Statement Essay 

OVERVIEW 
The Personal statement essay gives you the opportunity to share why you are 
interested in a career in the beauty industry and why you feel you will be successful in 
attending the program you are interested in. 
The essay itself can be created as a 500 word document or as a 2 minute video essay, 
*(minimum: 500 words for written and 2 minutes for video) 
Whether you choose to write or make a video is completely up to you.  
We have provided some helpful info below for creating and submitting your finished 
product. 
 
Writing a 500 word essay is easy! 
Even though 500 seems like a large number, it really only translates to about a page 
of single spaced, size 12 font printing. It’s not too difficult to write a single page essay 
once you know how to go about doing it. 
Basically, think of it as writing 5 paragraphs of approximately 100 words each. That’s 
around 6 or 7 sentences depending on how long you make them.  
Here’s an example of a 5 paragraph essay layout: 

1 The introduction. Even though this paragraph comes first, it’s easiest to write it 
last. That’s because you don’t know what you’re going to write before you 
write it. Once the body of the essay is completed, you can come back to this 
step and write the introduction. 

2 The body will be comprised of 3 paragraphs. The first of three paragraphs will 
be the main point you are trying to portray to the reader. Make sure you 
support this point with facts, with your point of view or artistic input. 

3 The second paragraph of the body; Why you love the Beauty Industry and your 
particular interests within the Industry (e.g. Hair design, Makeup, Skin care, 
Nail Art, etc) 

4 The third and final main point of the body; Why you feel you’ll be successful in 
the course you are interested in. 

5 The conclusion is the final paragraph of the essay. It can also have 100 words, 
approximately. It should be a summary of the essay. Make sure it’s worded 
differently than the introduction. It should leave the reader with something to 
think about. 
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Your essay should make an impact. It should be memorable, interesting and help 
people to understand who you are. Word count is important, but it’s not the only 
thing that should be considered. Showing your passion for the Beauty Industry and 
the course you’re interested in is also crucial. 
 
Making a video essay is easy as well! 
Most people simply use the video feature on their phone and have someone film 
video of you (or you can selfie style your video). You’re welcome though to make it on 
any video camera (although sharing it from your phone may be much easier if you 
have less video creation experience). The example topics in the written essay tips are 
helpful to read as they will give you a good overview of how to structure “what” type 
of information is presented in your video. 
Some applicants choose to edit their video in a program like iMovie (for example), 
adding effects, transitions, etc.  
*Please note: Simply videoing yourself talking about the topics you’ve been asked 
you to cover is just fine. Anything above that is optional. 
 
TIPS FOR SUBMITTING A WRITTEN ESSAY 
Saving your finished essay as a PDF document is recommended (Word docs are 
acceptable as well). You can scan them at home and email them, share them from 
your computer, tablet or phone via text/email or simply drop them off at the school. 
 
TIPS FOR SUBMITTING A VIDEO ESSAY 
This can be a little more complicated as there are many ways to accomplish this. 
To simplify this process, it is prefer that you upload your video essay to your YouTube 
or Vimeo channel, then email the link to one of the Admissions Reps at the school. 
As well, you can upload the video to your favorite social platform and share that link  
for viewing. 
 
 
 
 


